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63rd Conference  

 

 
Disruption, Resilience, and Adaptation in an Age of 

Crisis 
 

08-10 September 2026 
University of Glasgow 

Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom 
 

The Conflict Research Society (CRS) is looking forward to welcoming you to the 2026 
Annual Conference. In this document you will find the conference programme and 

details on how the conference will run.  

This year we have two keynote speeches:  

● Stathis N. Kalyvas (University of Oxford): Wednesday 9th, 9:15, Room 438A, 
James McCune Smith. 

● Noel Anderson (University of Toronto): Wednesday 9th, 17:30, Room 438A, 
James McCune Smith. 

We also have additional special events including a public roundtable on international 
responses to armed conflict which brings together academics and practitioners with 
complementary expertise on key issues in armed conflicts: peace mediation, 
humanitarian assistance, and legal protection. 
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General Information 

We are delighted to host this year’s conference through the Peaceful, Secure, and 
Empowered Societies (PSES) interdisciplinary research group at the University of 
Glasgow. Here is everything you need to know to make your session run smoothly. 

We gratefully acknowledge the support from the College of Social Sciences, Glasgow 
Convention Bureau, Glasgow City Chambers, and the School of Social and Political 
Sciences whose contributions make CRS 2026 possible. Thank you! 

Timing your panel 

The conference runs on UK summer time, and each session lasts 90 minutes. 

We have placed four papers on most panels, and the rhythm we suggest gives every 
paper up to 20 minutes, split like this: keep your presentation to around 10 minutes, then 
leave at least 10 minutes for the conversation that follows – questions and comments 
from the audience and your fellow panelists.  

If your panel has more than four papers, your Chair will divide the time evenly so everyone 
is allocated the same amount of time. 

Panels are welcome to share discussant duties, with each presenter briefly responding 
to one other paper on the panel. This can spark dialogue and we hope you can take 
advantage of it. 

If you are part of a pre-submitted panel or roundtable, you are free to shape and allocate 
your session however works best for your group. 

Your Chair 

Every panel has a Chair to keep things on time and gently move things along. They will 
also help gather and steer questions from the room. 

 
 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/colleges/socialsciences/research/interdisciplinaryresearchthemes/pses/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/colleges/socialsciences/research/interdisciplinaryresearchthemes/pses/
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Conference lunch 
 
This year’s conference lunches will be served on 9th and 10th September in the James 
McCune Smith Learning Hub at the University of Glasgow. Please note that a conference 
lunch is not provided for the workshop day on Wednesday 8th September. 
 
Conference dinner 
 
We look forward to seeing those of you who bought tickets to our conference dinner at 
the Glasgow City Chambers (82 George Square, Glasgow G2 1DU) on Wednesday, 9th 
of September at 19:30. 
 
We would be grateful if all participants could double check whether they signed up for the 
conference dinner before heading to the Glasgow City Chambers for dinner. If you cannot 
remember whether you signed up, please reach out to our conference organising team 
ahead of the dinner, and we will be happy to confirm this for you. You can contact the 
team here: crsconf@gmail.com. 
 
Directions 
 
The maps below show the University of Glasgow campus. Click the image for the link to 
the location details. The workshops will be held at the Adam Smith building (Tuesday, 
8th) and the registration, panels, and special events will be held at the James McCune 
Smith Learning Hub (Wednesday, 9th and Thursday 10th).  
 
The conference dinner will take place at the Glasgow City Chambers (approx. 20-minute 
subway or bus ride).  
 
Directions using the subway: Walk to the Hillhead subway station, take the Outer platform 
subway, and get off at Buchanan Street station; there is only a 5-minute walk from the 
Buchanan Street subway station to the Glasgow City Chambers. The subway comes 
every 4-5 minutes. 
 
Directions using the bus: Take the 4 or 4A bus from the bus stop next to the James 
McCune Smith Learning Hub and get off at St Vincent Street bus stop;  there is a 7-minute 
walk from the St Vincent Street bus stop to the Glasgow City Chambers. The buses come 
every 20 minutes. 
 

mailto:crsconf@gmail.com
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Questions? 

We are always happy to help – just reach out at crsconf@gmail.com. 

Conference organisers  

Isadora Gotts (King’s College London) 
Ana Lucía Pelaez Echeverría (University of Cambridge) 
Alexandra Rice (University of Oxford) 
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Tuesday, 08 September  
General information  

8:30 - 9:30    Registration and set up (Foyer, Adam Smith Building) 

10.30 - 11.00   Refreshments (Foyer, Adam Smith Building) 

12.30 - 13.30  Lunch break  
   Note that lunch is not provided  

15.00 - 15.30  Refreshments (Foyer, Adam Smith Building) 

18:00- 19:30 Public Roundtable (Glasgow University Union, 
Debates Chamber):  
 
International Responses to Armed Conflict: Perspectives on 
Today’s Challenges  

 
Moderators: Asli Ozcelik Olcay and Rebecca Tapscott 
(University of Glasgow) 
 
Speakers:  
● Ashley Jackson, Co-Director, Centre on Armed Groups 
● Helen Duffy,  Professor of International Human Rights and 

Humanitarian Law, Leiden University; Director, Human Rights in 
Practice 

● Paul Dziatkowiec, Director of Mediation and Peace Support, 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy 

● Frances Guy, Scotland’s International Development Alliance 
and Scotland’s Humanitarian Emergency Fund 

 
19.30 - 22.00  Drinks reception (Glasgow University Union) 

Organized by the Civil Wars journal  
Location: Glasgow University Union Debate Chamber 
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Workshops  

All workshops are invite-only except those marked with **, which are offered to all 
participants on a first come, first served basis. The details on how to sign up ahead of the 
conference are included in the email to which this programme was attached. 
 
Workshop 1: Room 381, Adam Smith Building 12:30 - 16:30 
Transformative Peacebuilding – Colombia Ten Years Later** 
Organizer: Sabine Kurtenbach, German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA) 
 
Workshop 2: Room 383, Adam Smith Building 9:30 - 15:00 
Engaging from Within? Armed Groups and Insider Mediators in an Era of New 
Conflict Patterns and Novel Peacemaking Practices: A Research-Practice 
Workshop**  
Organizer: Gyda M. Sindre, University of York  
 
Workshop 3: Room 281, Adam Smith Building 9:30 - 17:30 
Exit, Voice, and Loyalty - Scholarly Responsibility in an Era of Democratic 
Erosion 
Organizer: Christine Cheng, War Studies, King's College London 
 
Workshop 4: Room 141A, Adam Smith Building 9:30 - 12:30  
Evidence-based Policymaking: Research Driven Strategies in Conflict Affected 
Settings** 
Organizer: Abdalhadi Alijla, Folke Bernadotte Academy, Sweden 
 
Workshop 5: Room 141B, Adam Smith Building 9:30 - 12:30  
Rebel Education 
Organizer: Adrian Florea, University of Glasgow 
 
Workshop 6: Room 381, Adam Smith Building 9:30 - 12:30  
Handle with Care: Resilience to Fragility, Conflict and Violence (FCV Resilience): 
Implications of the World Bank Study on FCV Resilience** 
Organizer: Mareike Schomerus, Busara 
 
Workshop 7: Room 141A, Adam Smith Building 14:00 - 17:00 
The Research Flow:  A Framework for Practicing Scientific Reflexivity** 
Organizer: Anouk Rigterink, Durham University 
 
Workshop 8: Room 141B, Adam Smith Building 13:30 - 17:00 
Emerging Scholars Initiative 
Organizer: Valerie Sticher, ETH Zurich 
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Wednesday, 09 September  

8:30 - 9:00  Registration (Foyer, James McCune Smith Building) 

9:00 - 9:15  Welcome (Room 438A , James McCune Smith) 
Kristin M. Bakke, Isadora Gotts, Ana Lucía Pelaez 
Echeverría, Simon Joss, Adrian Florea 

 
9:15 - 10:30 Keynote I (Room 438A , James McCune Smith) 

Stathis N. Kalyvas (University of Oxford) 

‘The Logic of Violence in Civil War’ at 20: Lessons Learned 
and Ways Forward  

10:30 - 11:00  Refreshments (Foyer, James McCune Smith Building) 
 
11:00 - 12:30  Session 1  

Panel 1A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building 
Political and Social Dynamics of Russia’s War in Ukraine 
Chair: Kristin Bakke 

● Paper 1: Kristin M. Bakke – Wartime Violence, Governance, and Civic Attitudes 
and Engagement 

● Paper 2: Valerie Sticher – Nighttime Light Signatures to Detect Attacks on 
Energy Infrastructure - Evidence from Ukraine  

● Paper 3: Corinne Bara – Strategic Wartime Reconstruction: Winning the Hearts 
and Minds in Ukraine 

● Paper 4: Nina M. Cadorin – Gender Norms and Mobilization: Evidence from 
Ukraine 
 

Panel 1B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building 
Order from Below: Civilian Strategy in Repressive Settings 
Chair: Alexandra Lamarche 

● Paper 1: Alexandra Lamarche – How Civilians Decide under Identity-Based 
Repression: Evidence from the Central African Republic 

● Paper 2: Rusudan Zabakhidze – Relational Dynamics of the Civilian Pro Defence 
Organisations, the State and Civil Society in Georgia 

● Paper 3: Finn Klebe – Formalize to Survive? The Logic of Organizational 
Alliances During Repression 

● Paper 4: Julian Postulart – Community Resilience in the Face of Constructive 
Heritage Weaponisation 
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Panel 1C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building 
Rethinking Peacebuilding Through Practice 
Chair: Roman Gnaegi 

● Paper 1: Marjan Montazemi – Peace Practice in a World of Complexity  
● Paper 2: Kelsey Rhude – Justice from the ‘Bottom-Up’? Restructuring 

Transitional Justice around Spatial, Relational, and Vernacular Factors  
● Paper 3: Walt Kilroy – The Role of Restorative Practices in Colombia’s 

Transitional Justice Ecology  
● Paper 4: Roman Gnaegi – Peace through Health on the Ground: Health Workers 

as Peacebuilders in Rhino Camp Refugee Settlement, Uganda 
 
Panel 1D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building 
Politicizing Humanitarian Aid as a Strategy in Times of Conflict  
Chair: Sarajuddin Isar 

● Paper 1: Sarajuddin Isar – Politicisation of Aid: Analysing Aid and Local Politics 
in Afghanistan 

● Paper 2: Caroline Lund – Occupied Development: Resisting Criminalisation and 
Erasure Amid Genocide  

● Paper 3: Margaux Dandrifosse – The Shadow of Global Justice: International 
Prosecutions and Shifts in State-Sponsored Strategies of Violence 

● Paper 4: Fateh Shaban – Governance Disruption and Aid Adaptation: 
Humanitarian Organisations Navigating Syria’s Political Transition 

 
Panel 1E – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building 
Civilian Self-Protection: Contexts and Strategies 
Chair: Daniel Solomon 

● Paper 1: Imrana Buba & Jana Krause – Displacing Rebel Violence: Civilian 
Militias and the Targeting of Civilians in Nigeria’s Boko Haram Insurgency 

● Paper 2: Ellen Emilie Stensrud, Gyda M. Sindre & Claire Q. Smith – Genocide 
and Mass Atrocity Prevention: Civilian Resistance 

● Paper 3: Chiara Minora – Civilian Agency in Protracted, Low-Intensity Conflicts 
● Paper 4: Tetiana Kyselova – Ukrainian Civil Society Contribution to Monitoring 

and Implementation of the Minsk Ceasefire 2014-2022 
 

Panel 1F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building 
Disruption and Resistance in Conflict and Crisis 
Chair: Abdalhadi Alijla 

● Paper 1: Abdalhadi Alijla – Disruption of Social Cohesion in Contexts of 
Prolonged Wars 

● Paper 2: Artem Kyzym – Exposure to Airstrikes and Ukrainian Attitudes Towards 
Territorial Concessions: A Natural Experiment 

● Paper 3: Amrita Massaguer Garcia – When the Streets Govern: Contentious 
Politics as Extra-Institutional Governance in Nepal 

● Paper 4: David Curran – Sustaining and Deepening Cohesion in the Context of 
Divisive Protest and Political Fragmentation 
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Panel 1G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building 
Coercion and Political Order: The Strategic Effects of Armed Actors on States, 
Movements, and Communities 
Chair: Luis De la Calle 

● Paper 1: Luis De la Calle – The Intimidatory Effect of Terrorism on Political Elites: 
Evidence from Domestic Terrorism in the Basque Country  

● Paper 2: Jacob Fortier – Disruption and Dissociation: How Moderates Navigate 
the Political Consequences of Extremist Tactics  

● Paper 3: Alexandre Lord – Beyond Delegation: States and Militias in Burkina 
Faso  

● Paper 4: Laura Marcela Zuniga Ordonez – Beyond Rebel Rule:  Armed 
Governance and the Transformation of State-Community Relations 

 
12:30 - 13:45  Lunch (James McCune Smith Building Atrium) 
 
13:45 - 15:15  Session 2 
 
Panel 2A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building  
Cities Under Disruption: Conflict, Displacement, and Urban Change         
Chair: Caitriona Dowd 

● Paper 1: Caitriona Dowd – “Now I Have Neighbours” : Micro-Geographies of 
Everyday Social Capital and Resilience among Urban IDPs in Somalia and 
Somaliland  

● Paper 2: Nadia Siddiqui – Cycles of Action and Reaction: Conflict-Driven 
Urbanization through Self-Protection, Informal Markets, and Grassroots Networks 
amid Conflict in Khartoum  

● Paper 3: Emma Elfversson – The Politics of Violent Evictions in Urban Africa 
● Paper 4: Isadora Gotts – Informal Reconstruction in Times of Disruption: Mosul's 

Informal Housing Settlements 
 
Panel 2B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building  
Navigating Challenges in a Time of Global Change: On Positionality, Identity, 
Vulnerability and Access to the Ethnographic Field in the Americas 
Chair: Esther Regina Neira Castro 

● Paper 1: Brianna Griesinger – Llantas en Llamas (Tyres on Fire): Navigating 
Literal and Metaphorical Road Blockages in the Field. 

● Paper 2: Esther Regina Neira Castro – “I Look at You and Think, How I Wish My 
Life Were Like Hers”: Navigating Trauma, Discomfort and Positionality 
Conducting Ethnography at the Colombia/Venezuela Border. 

● Paper 3: Adriana Marcela Pérez Rodríguez – Feminist Research at the ‘Zona 
Roja’: Travelling Researcher and Travelling Positionality in the Colombian-
Venezuelan Border.  

● Paper 4: Ayden Cox – Feminists at the Border, Activists in the Academe? 
Political Activist Ethnography in the Borderlands.  
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Panel 2C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building  
Normative Approaches to Peace and Conflict: Critical Reflections of Theory and 
Practice 
Chair: James Worrall 

● Paper 1: James Worrall – Ordering Order in Conflict: Theoretical Approaches to 
Understanding Ordering Processes 

● Paper 2: Richard Illingworth – Global Harm and the International Dynamics of 
Mass Atrocity 

● Paper 3: Alexandra Richardson – Queer Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis: A 
Methodological Framework for Studying Gendered and Sexualised Norms in 
Peace and Conflict Studies 

● Paper 4: Jonathan Leader Maynard – Ideology and the 'New Cold War': A Global 
Reappraisal 

 
Panel 2D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building  
The Fallacy of Female Victimhood: Account for the Authority and Mobilization of 
Women 
Chair: José A. Gutiérrez 

● Paper 1: Niklas Balbon – When Gender Is Not Enough: A Feminist Ecosystem 
Approach to Mobilisation 

● Paper 2: Hüsne Akgöl – Explaining Local Variation in Women’s Wartime 
Activism: The Case of the Kurdish Women's Movement 

● Paper 3: José A. Gutiérrez – A Farewell to Arms? The FARC-EP Women After 
the 2016 Peace Agreement 

● Paper 4: Kari-Anne Helland Barland – When Women Ruled: Precolonial Female 
Authority and Political Legacies 

● Paper 5: Gina Wirz-Suárez – Persistent Disruption and Feminist Resilience: 
Colombian Women in Exile and the Reconfiguration of Resistance Across 
Borders 

 
Panel a – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building  
Beyond Compliance I : Harm, Need, and Agency during Armed Conflict (Politics) 
Chair: Iona Cismas 
Discussant: Adrian Florea 

● Paper 1: Jaël Gasindikira Zawadi & Joshua Joseph Niyo – Community Agency, 
Lived Harm, and the Production of Resilience under Protracted Disruption 

● Paper 2: Sabawoon Samim, Ashley Jackson & Florian Weigand – Living Through 
War: Life Histories of Harm and Agency in Afghanistan 

● Paper 3: Florian Weigand – The Politics of Need in Armed Conflict: Enabling 
Agency in Myanmar’s Karen Areas 

● Paper 4: Khrystyna Kozak & Vlad Ierusalymov – Resilience in Ukraine: Merging 
National and Community-Led Approaches to Harm and Need 

● Paper 5: Samantha Holmes – Beyond the Body: The Overlooked Mental Health 
Cost of Conflict 
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Panel 2F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building  
Pathways to Peace: Reconciliation Tactics After War or Protracted Conflict 
Chair: Genevieve Kotarska 
Discussant: Aila Matanock 

● Paper 1: Aila Matanock – Post-Conflict Security Structures and Civilian Buy-In in 
Latin America 

● Paper 2: Cornelius Haritz – Going Out of Style? - Potentials and Limits of Conflict 
Transformation Two Decades After a Peace Agreement 

● Paper 3: Michelle Corallo – Reconciliation in Frozen Conflicts: Lessons from the 
Cypriot Community 

● Paper 4: Arran Walshe – The Sacrificial Void: Martyrdom Recognition and 
Transitional Justice in Post-Assad Syria 
 

Panel 2G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building  
Gender-Based Violence in Conflict Settings 
Chair: Guy Lamb 

● Paper 1: Guy Lamb – Guns and the Transformation of Masculinity and 
Community Conflict in the Papua New Guinea Highlands 

● Paper 2: Lucía Poveda – Beyond Peace Agreement: Women under Dissident 
and Criminal Control in Colombia 

● Paper 3: Anna Marie Obermeier – Framing Violence: Implications for Gender 
Provisions in Ceasefires 

● Paper 4: Seunghoon Chae – Sexual Slavery and War-time Violence: A Study of 
Japanese Imperial Forces in Myanmar during the Second World War (WW2) 

 
15:15 - 15:45  Refreshments (Foyer, James McCune Smith Building) 
 
15:45 - 17:15  Session 3 
 
Panel 3A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building  
Beyond Compliance II: Harm, Need, and Agency during Armed Conflict 
(Responses) 
Chair: Katharine Fortin 
Discussant: Jasmine Bhatia 

● Paper 1: Paul Sworo – Disaggregated Armed Actor Knowledge, Normative 
Dissonance, and the Problem of Restraint 

● Paper 2: Marie Kortam – Localised Legal Practices as Regional Norm 
Production: Northwest Syria and the Fragmented Architecture of International 
Law 

● Paper 3: Hyunjung Park & Rob Grace – Untying the “Gordian Knot” of Food 
Insecurity: Conflict, Sustenance, and Aid 

● Paper 4: Rebecca Sutton – New Horizons for International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL) Pedagogy:  The “Beyond Compliance” Approach 
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Panel 3B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building  
Navigating an Everyday of Disruption: Responses to Climate Change and Violent 
Conflict in the Africa Great Lakes Region 
Chair: Johanna Malm 

● Paper 1: María Martín de Almagro & Jenny Aksa Irakoze – Living with Floods: 
Gendered Everyday Disruption and Climate Adaptation in Gatumba, Burundi 

● Paper 2: Ali Bitenga Alexandre, Johanna Malm & Marie-Rose Bashwira – 
Negotiating Manhood under Conditions of Climate Change and Conflict: Insights 
from Eastern DRC  

● Paper 3: Sylvie Imata Bulaya – Conducting Research in a Context of Polycrisis: 
Climate Disruptions, Armed Conflict, and the Production of Knowledge on Forced 
Displacement in Eastern DRC 

● Paper 4: Tomas Van Acker & Jean Paul Nizigiyimana – Between Floods and 
Flight: Navigating Climate and Conflict Disruption in Gatumba, Burundi 

● Paper 5: Johanna Malm - Gendered spiritual responses to environmental 
insecurity: insights from eastern DRC 

 
Panel 3C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building  
When Violence Isn't War: Migration, Mobs, and Lethal Order 
Chair: Elizabeth Lyons 

● Paper 1: Chandré Jacobs – Community Protests and Xenophobic Violence: A 
Case of Escalation? 

● Paper 2: Elizabeth Lyons – Militarized Masculinity and Migration: A Comparative 
Analysis of Language Utilized by Enforcement & Resistance  

● Paper 3: Bruno Pantaleão – Homicide and Power Regimes: Four Propositions 
Toward an Integrative Sociological Theory of Lethal Violence  

 
Panel 3D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building 
Civil Wars Roundtable: Debating Challenges and Opportunities for Peace and 
Conflict Studies in the New Era 
Chairs: James Worrall, Alex Waterman 

● Participants: Tiina Hyyppä, Wolfram Lacher, José A. Gutiérrez, Anouk Rigterink, 
Yvan Guichaoua, Mareike Schomerus, Finn Klebe, Christine Cheng, Jacob 
Eriksson.   

 
Panel 3E – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building  
Peacebuilding in a Fragmenting World Order: Concepts, Practices, and the Future 
of the Field 
Chair: Gearoid Millar 

● Paper 1: Gearoid Millar – Peace Studies and Polycrisis: Reorienting the Field for 
the Challenges of Tomorrow 

● Paper 2: Joseph Huddleston – Cheap Talk, Big Money: Three Models of 
Constitutive State Recognition 

● Paper 3: Niels Terpstra – Peace under Pressure: Navigating a Changing World 
Order 
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● Paper 4: Catalina Montoya Londoño – The ‘Total Peace’ Policy in the Era of 
Disruption: The Sustainability of International Actors’ Promotion of Peacebuilding 
in Colombia  

 
Panel 3F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building  
Narratives, Memory, and the Politics of Polarisation and Cohesion 
Chair: David Curran 

● Paper 1: Leslie Fischer – From Collective Victimization to Partisan Gains: The 
Role of Issue Ownership 

● Paper 2: Thia Sagherian-Dickey – Making Amends for the Past in Turkey: 
Understanding the Meaning of “Helallesme” 

● Paper 3: Charlotte Plews – Disruptive Fictions: (Mis)representations of 
Peacebuilding in Popular Culture 

● Paper 4: Peter Emerson – Dichotomies and Dualities 
● Paper 5: Steffi Ward – Caring Across Frontlines: Interpreting Nurses’ Lived 

Experience During Ongoing Armed Conflict in and Beyond Ukraine 
 
Panel 3G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building  
Tools of Intervention: Legal, Normative, and Humanitarian Leverage 
Chair: Jana-Christina von Dessien 

● Paper 1: Jana-Christina von Dessien – The Antipreneur's Playbook: Strategic 
Resistance to Drone Normalization in a Shifting Global Order 

● Paper 2: Jenniina Kotajoki – More than Words? The Effectiveness of Naming and 
Shaming Rebel Groups 

● Paper 3: Asli Ozcelik Olcay – Compounding Harm: Legal and Public Health 
Perspectives on Healthcare in Conflict  

● Paper 4: Omer Zarpli – A Rebel with a Sanction: United Nations Sanctions on 
Non-State Arme Groups and Civil War Duration 

 
17:30 - 19:00  Keynote II: Noel Anderson - Room 438A, James McCune Smith. 

Winner of the CRS Book of the Year 
Wars Without End: Competitive Intervention, Escalation Control, and 
Protracted Conflict 
Introduced by Corinne Bara  
Award Ceremony: CRS Medal, Cedric Smith, Sydney Bailey 
 

19:30 - 21:30  Conference Dinner Glasgow City Chambers 
For those who purchased a ticket at registration. 
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Thursday, 10 September  
 
9:00 - 10:30  Session 4 
 
Panel 4A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building 
Food As a Weapon of War in the 21st century 
Chair: Mikael Hiberg Naghizadeh 
Discussant: Caitriona Dowd 

● Paper 1: Mikael Hiberg Naghizadeh & Caitriona Dowd – Food Weaponization in 
Conflict 

● Paper 2: Teklehaymanot G. Weldemichel – Weaponizing the Body: Starvation, 
Sexual Violence, and the Politics of Dehumanization in Tigray  

● Paper 3: Maksym Skrypnyk – The Functions of Food Weaponisation in Ukraine 
 
Panel 4B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building  
The Impact of Formal and Informal Institutions on Peace 
Chair: Edward Morgan-Jones 

● Paper 1: Marine Gassier – The Bottom Rung of State-Building: District Council 
Formation and Local Legitimacy in Somalia 

● Paper 2: Rebecca Ebenezer-Abiola – Unintended Consequences in Complex 
Systems: Nonlinearity and the Open Grazing Prohibition Law in Nigeria 

● Paper 3: Andrea Caflisch– Who Needs Enforcement? Legibility and Claim-
Making during Land Conflict in Côte d’Ivoire 

● Paper 4: Edward Morgan-Jones – Citizens Preferences and Reforms to Power-
Sharing Institutions in Deeply Divided Societies.  

 
Panel 4C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building  
Reintegration and Social Repair: Rebuilding Trust and Belonging After Armed 
Conflict 
Chair: Oliver Kaplan 

● Paper 1: Oliver Kaplan – Assessing Social Stigma Against Ex-Combatants: A 
Survey Experiment in Colombia 

● Paper 2: Tobias Sauer – Everyday Peace in Iraq after Da’esh: Dynamics of 
Acceptance in Post-Conflict Reintegration Efforts 

● Paper 3: Vedika Rekhi – Paths Away from Extremism in Protracted Conflict 
● Paper 4: Maximilian Stoller – Atmospheres in Peacekeeping: Shaping the Space 

of Emotions 
 
Panel 4D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building  
Understanding Authority Beyond the State 
Chair: Markus Geray 

● Paper 1: Busra N. Ozguler – The Fabric of Tribal Society: Identity, Hierarchy, 
And Power in Conflict and Peace 

● Paper 2: Lorina Johnson-Prince – Illicit Authority in an Age of Disruption: A 
Process Leadership Framework for Understanding Legitimacy Beyond the State 



 

15 

● Paper 3: Markus Geray – The Formation of Political Authority in Armed Conflicts: 
Armed Group Behaviour, Community Leaders, and Civilian Acceptance 

● Paper 4: Valentin Geier – Inter-Group Conflict and Public Preferences for Peace 
Agreements in South Sudan 

 
Panel 4E – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building  
The Strategic Logic of Political Violence 
Chair: Kathleen Klaus 

● Paper 1: Kathleen Klaus – Righteous and Necessary: How Citizens Come to 
Support Political Violence in Democracies  

● Paper 2: Eirin Haugseth – From Rule to Rebellion: Historical States and Forms of 
Contention 

● Paper 3: Helena Hinkkainen – Non-State Armed Groups and Atrocity Crime 
Tactics 

● Paper 4: Joshua Browning-Underwood – Building Reputations: Rebel 
Fragmentation and the Strategic Use of Terrorism 

 
Panel 4F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building  
The Many Faces of Resilience in Times of Conflict 
Chair: Jean-Pierre Tranchant 

● Paper 1: Sara Cosatti – Personal Diplomacy as a Resilience Strategy: Somalia’s 
Foreign Policy Adaptation and the Türkiye Partnership 

● Paper 2: Jean-Pierre Tranchant – Women’s Empowerment and Conflict in 
Burkina Faso: Learning from a Randomized Trial and Non-Random Conflict 

● Paper 3: Ibrahim Machina Mohammed – Resilience from Below: Local 
Responses to Violent Extremism in Northern Nigeria 

● Paper 4: Jana Krause – Local Peace Processes and Women’s Participation in 
South Sudan  

 
Panel 4G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building  
Obstacles to State Formation and Survival 
Chair: Wolfram Lacher 

● Paper 1: Wolfram Lacher – State Formation Amid Fragmented Central Authority 
● Paper 2: Matthew Whiting – Contesting Borders in Iraq – Territorialization and 

the Kurds Through a Bourdieusian Lens 
● Paper 3: Oda Bjørge Bringa – The Once and Future State: The Effects of 

Precolonial Statehood on Contemporary Secessionism 
● Paper 4: Joseph Owiti – Reexamining Rivalries among Gulf States and How the 

Horn of Africa is Paying  
 

10:30 - 11:00  Refreshments (Foyer, James McCune Smith Building) 
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11:00 - 12:30  Session 5 
 
Panel 5A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building 
Dealing with Crisis in Authoritarian Contexts: Challenges and Opportunities for 
Political Survival 
Chair: Sarah Parkinson 

● Paper 1: Tom Préel – Party Politics, Teachers’ Unionism and Mobilisation in Iraqi 
Kurdistan: The Challenges of Protest Autonomisation for the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan  

● Paper 2: Sarah Parkinson – Functional Fault Lines: Authoritarian Disaster 
Management in Conflict-Affected States 

● Paper 3: Emine Goksen – Local Forces, Lasting Influence: The Firqat Forces, 
Wartime Disruption, and Post-Conflict Adaptation in Oman 

 
Panel 5B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building  
Democratic Erosion in Times of Crisis 
Chair: Mareike Schomerus 

● Paper 1: David Randahl – War and Democracy: A Synthesis 
● Paper 2: Mareike Schomerus – Democracy Narratives: How They Matter For 

Democratic Practices 
● Paper 3: Christine Cheng – Resistance, Ethics, and the Study of Armed Actors - 

in the United States  
● Paper 4: Efe Tokdemir – Pave the Way to Diversion: Increased Salience of 

Foreign Policy at the Times of Crises 
 
Panel 5C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building  
Friend or Foe: Contradictory Effects of Technology in Conflict Settings 
Chair: Stephanie Riedl 

● Paper 1: Stephanie Riedl – Temporal Co-Movements of Cyber Operations and 
Physical Violence in Modern Conflict 

● Paper 2: Daniel Banini – Digital Pathways to Violence and Peace: ICTs and 
Social Conflicts in Africa  

● Paper 3: Willa Witherow-Culpepper – Forced Perspective: New Technologies & 
Tactics in Conflict Remembrance and Educational Outreach  

● Paper 4: Alona Hurkivska – Beyond Countermeasures: Is Cognitive Superiority 
the Final Answer to Information Threats?  

 
Panel 5D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building  
Politics from the Margins: Borderlands as Spaces of Negotiation 
Chair: Judith Hoppermann 

● Paper 1: Işıl Karacan – Irregular Sovereignties: Statelessness, Disruption, and 
Kurdish Political Imaginaries in the Middle East 

● Paper 2: Judith Hoppermann – Governing Displacement, Reconfiguring 
Authority: Non-State Armed Actors and the Conflict-Migration Nexus in Lebanon 
and Turkey 
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● Paper 3: Angela Hernández – Moving, but at What Cost? The Criminal 
Governance of Mobility in the Urabá–Darién Corridor, 1996–2024. 

● Paper 4: Megan Denise Smith – Visible and Unseen Resistance: Migrant Agency 
and Adaptive Contention in the Canary Islands 

 
Panel 5E – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building  
Fragile Peace: Violent and Non-Violent Spoilers 
Chair: Allard Duursma 

● Paper 1: Allard Duursma – The Strategic Logic of Violence During Negotiations 
● Paper 2: Hannah Marietta Smidt – Disrupting Peacebuilding: The Causes of 

Street-Level Protests Targeting UN Peace Missions  
● Paper 3: Nicola Mathieson – The Collective Action Problem and Conflict 

Recurrence: Assessing the Role of Societal Transformation in Reducing Barriers 
to Recurrence 

● Paper 4: Jennifer Hodge – The Unarmed Civilian Protection in South Sudan 
Dataset  

 
Panel 5F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building  
Resisting Erasure: Memory, Identity, and Community 
Chair: Kate Lonergan 

● Paper 1: Kate Lonergan – Why Victims’ Movements Work 
● Paper 2: Ioana Popescu – A Place Called Home: Staging Memory and Belonging 

in Israel-Palestine  
● Paper 3: Sofía Huerta Nunes – The Anti-Militarist Movement’s Quest for Justice 

in Okinawa 
● Paper 4: Marc Marin Webb – The Sersal Project: Preserving Yezidi Cultural 

Memory in Post-Genocide Iraq 
 
Panel 5G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building  
Special Issue Launch: Rebel Financing and the Financialisation of Rebel 
Governance 
Chair: Alex Waterman, James Worrall 
Participants: Tanya Bandula-Irwin, José A. Gutiérrez, Andrea Novellis, Shona Loong, 
Edoardo Corradi, Annjulie Vester, Ladd Serwat  
 
12:30 - 13:30   Lunch (Foyer, James McCune Smith Building) 
 
13:30 - 15:00   Session 6 
 
Panel 6A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building 
How Climate Disruptions Reshape Conflict Management and Violence 
Chair: Adam Lichtenheld 

● Paper 1: Adam Lichtenheld – Mediating Resilience: Inclusive and Climate-
informed Pathways to Peace 
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● Paper 2: Letitia Roman – After the Waters Recede: Practitioner Perspectives on 
Managing Post-Disaster Conflict Settings  

● Paper 3: Flora McCrone – Conflict, Cows and the Peace Agreement: 
Decentralisation and Violence Since 2018 in Western Jonglei, South Sudan 

● Paper 4: Saad Aldin Hasan Halawani – Leadership in Polycrisis: Local 
Leadership in Environmental Crisis in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 

  
Panel 6B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building  
Constructing Political Authority in Violent Settings: State and Non-State Actors 
Chair: Corinna Jentzsch 

● Paper 1: Corinna Jentzsch – The Politics of Origin Stories of Civil War: 
Government Narratives and Non-Response to the Insurgency in Northern 
Mozambique 

● Paper 2: Rachyl Poh – Fiscal Adaptation under Disruption: Education Spending 
and Conflict in Southern Thailand 

● Paper 3: Lisa Svenhard – Scenes of Security: Explaining Protective Security 
Governance by Non-State Armed Groups in Kingston, Jamaica 

● Paper 4: Edoardo Corradi – Freedom(s): Explaining Variation in Rebel 
Governance during the Italian Civil War (1943-1945) 

 
Panel 6C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building  
When Outsiders Intervene: The Politics of Peacebuilding, Mediation, and Rebel 
Support 
Chair: Manuela Nilsson 

● Paper 1: Manuela Nilsson – Collaboration or Competition? International 
Engagement in Kosovo’s Peacebuilding Process  

● Paper 2: Manasi Bose – The Material Payoffs of Rebel Political 
Institutionalization 

● Paper 3: Feike Fliervoet – Commanding Cohesion: Can External Sponsors 
Induce Unity in Insurgent Movements? 

 
Panel 6D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building 
Resources, Security & Community Resilience 
Chair: Anouk Rigterink 

● Paper 1: Sarah Brakebill-Hacke – Food Scarcity as a Cause of Civil Conflict: An 
Empirical Study 

● Paper 2: Anouk Rigterink – Green and Clean? The Potential of Due Diligence 
Initiatives to Reduce Violent Conflict Around Green and Critical Minerals Mines  

● Paper 3: Stephen Buchanan-Clarke – Security for Whom? Hybrid Security 
Governance, Disruption, and Community Resilience in Resource-Rich Conflict 
Zones 

● Paper 4: Anna Jarstad – Resistance and Engagement: Rethinking Agonistic 
Deliberation in Land Conflicts  
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Panel 6E – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building  
Civilian Agency: Defying Conflict from the Ground 
Chair: Imrana Buba 

● Paper 1: Ndifon Obi – Crisis Entrepreneurship in Nigeria’s Conflict Zones: 
Resilience and Adaptation in the Northeast and Niger Delta 

● Paper 2: Imrana Buba – Civilian Agency and Varied Rebel Control in the Boko 
Haram Insurgency 

● Paper 3: Amanda Blewitt – Citizens’ Resilience and Peacebuilding Amidst 
Undeclared War in Honduras 

● Paper 4: Anne Kubai – "But This One, I Can Cope. Which is Better? Security or 
Love?": Women's Existential Choices and Adaptive Strategies in Forced 
Displacement Crises 

 
Panel 6F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building  
Institutions, Violence, and Conflict 
Chair: Sebastian van Baalen 

● Paper 1: Abbey Steele – The Prohibition of the Drug Trade and Peace in Latin 
America 

● Paper 2: Enzo Nussio – The Deep Institutional Roots of Violence: State-Society 
Alignment in Colombia 

● Paper 3: Sebastian van Baalen – Ballots, Boycotts, and the Barracks: Election 
Boycotts and Attempted Coups in Electoral Authoritarian Regimes 

● Paper 4: Regine Schwab – The Targeting of Civilian Infrastructure and Rebel 
Governance 

 
Panel 6G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building 
Rethinking the Political Integration of Armed Groups in a Changing Conflict and 
Peacemaking Landscape 
Chair: Gyda M. Sindre  

● Paper 1: Sophie Haspeslagh – Ethnic Armed Organisations Negotiating a 
Shifting World Order around Myanmar 

● Paper 2: Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs & Gyda M. Sindre – Rebel Rulers: The Post-
War Governance of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in the Philippines 

● Paper 3: Carrie Manning – Integrational Challenges after War: Mozambique, 
Angola, and Lessons for Today's Conflicts 

 
15:00 - 15:30  Refreshments (Foyer, James McCune Smith Building) 
 
15:30 - 17:00  Session 7 
Panel 7A – Room 407, James McCune Smith Building 
Rethinking UN Peacekeeping as a Core Method of Civilian Protection 
Chair: Lucas Steinbach 

● Paper 1: Xiaodong Bao – Humanitarianising Peacekeeping: Rethinking 
Militarisation, Care, and Legitimacy 
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● Paper 2: Lucas Steinbach – Disruptive Mandates and Everyday Resilience: 
Former Peacekeepers’ Experiences of Offensive Force in the UN Force 
Intervention Brigade  

● Paper 3: Fareeda Khalifa – Beyond Casualties: How Peacekeeper Targeting 
Affects Mission Effectiveness and Outcomes 

 
Panel 7B – Room 430, James McCune Smith Building  
Fragmenting Authority and Legitimacy: The Volatile Effects of Militarized 
Governance 
Chair: Lema Salah 

● Paper 1: Lema Salah – Competing Claims of Legitimacy in Times of Disruption: 
Politics, Military Power, and Business Mediation in Afghanistan’s Peace Process 

● Paper 2: Marte Beldé – Jihadi Mobile Governance in West Africa: Disrupting and 
Restructuring Economic Circuits 

● Paper 3: Andrea Novellis – Selective Inclusion, Targeted Violence: Early Post-
Conflict Consolidation in Syria 

● Paper 4: Malaika Newsome-Magadza – Absorption as Political Defence: The 
Creation of a Zimbabwean Super-party 

 
Panel 7C – Room 507, James McCune Smith Building  
Ideology, Religion, and Politics in Conflict and its Aftermath 
Chair: Lissa Daynn Morissesau 

● Paper 1: Lissa Daynn Morisseau – Moral Reasoning about Military Violence  
● Paper 2: Ulaş Erdoğdu – Rebel Social Origins as a Major Confounder: Explaining 

Marxist Ideology, Irregular Warfare, Civil War Duration, Intensity, and Outcomes, 
and the High Quality of Marxist Insurgencies 

● Paper 3: Marta Pitino – What Does Engaging with Religious Leaders Mean? 
Unpacking Religious Responses to Conflict-Related Sexual Violence 

 
Panel 7D – Room 630, James McCune Smith Building 
Life after War: Continuities and Changes in Postwar Societies 
Chair: Tiina Hyyppä 
Discussant: Regine Schwab 

● Paper 1: Tiina Hyyppä – Decentralization in Post-Asad Syria: A Façade or 
Bottom-Up Local Governance?  

● Paper 2: Priscyll Anctil Avoine – Post-War Politics: Theorising Revolutionary 
Feminism 

● Paper 3: Sarajuddin Isar – From Rebel to Ruler: How a Victorious Rebel Group 
Governs the Economy 

● Paper 4: Laura Camila Barrios Sabogal – Disarmed, Demobilized, and at Risk: 
Security Threats to Community-Based Reincorporation in Colombia 
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Panel 7E – Room 639, James McCune Smith Building 
Mediating from the Margins: The Case for Greater Inclusion 
Chair: Naomi Head 

● Paper 1: Yulia Nesterova – Youth-Inclusive Peace Mediation as Disruption: 
Designing a Participatory Peace Simulation in Post-Conflict Bosnia and 
Herzegovina  

● Paper 2: William Underwood – Promoting Inclusive Peace Processes through 
International Law: Lessons from South Sudan 

● Paper 3: Naomi Head, Abdul Rahim & Sam Tedcastle – Civic Mediation: A 
Relational Approach to Developing Resilient Communities? 

● Paper 4: Marc Werner – The Interdependence of Mediation Decisions: Explaining 
Multiparty Mediation Onset 

 
Panel 7F – Room 734, James McCune Smith Building  
SPECIAL PANEL - Scholarship, Agency, and Resistance in an Age of Democratic 
Decline 
Chair: Christine Cheng 
Discussant: David Curran 
Participants: Siobhan O'Neil, Erin Snider, Imrana Buba. 
 
Panel 7G – Room 709A, Boyd Orr Building  
Reframing Violence, Governance, and Agency in the Non-State Armed Group-
Community Relationship 
Chair: Genevieve Kotarska 

● Paper 1: Geraldine Bustos Zamora – Micro-Ideologies and Target Selection in 
Armed Conflict 

● Paper 2: Aaron Villarruel Mora – The Governance-Violence Nexus: Power 
Fluctuations and Civilian Targeting in Rebel Governance Experiences of 
Colombia and the Philippines 

● Paper 3: Genevieve Kotarska – Invisible Actors: (De)legitimising Non-State 
Armed Groups from the Bottom-Up 

 
17:00 End of Conference 
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