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The Conflict Research Society (CRS) is looking forward to welcoming you to the 2025 
Annual Conference. In this document you will find the conference programme and 

details on how the conference will run.  
 
 
This year we have two keynote speeches:  

● Ismene Gizelis (Essex University): September 18th at 9:15-10:30, Sibson LT3 
● Adam Lichtenheld (CRS Book of the Year Prize Winner): September 18th at 
17:45-19:15, Sibson LT3. 

 
We also have additional special events including roundtables, and the Principles for 
Peace Foundation is sharing their report on ‘Legitimacy in a Fragmenting World’: 

 
Public Roundtable ‘Can Peacebuilders Still Work for Legitimacy in a Time of 
‘Radical Uncertainty’? : September 17th at 18.00-19:30, Sibson LT3. 



Chair: Larry Attree, Rethinking Security/Principles for Peace 
Speakers 

● Govinda Clayton, Mediation Support Manager (and ceasefire expert), 
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue 

● Teresa Dumasy, Director, Research, Advisory and Policy Department, 
Conciliation Resources 

● Miranda Hurst, UK Director, Policy and Advocacy, Mercy Corps 
● Alice Gore, Senior Conflict Adviser, Foreign, Commonwealth, and 

Development Office 
 

 Lunch-hour report presentation and discussion Principles for Peace Foundation:  
'Legitimacy in a Fragmenting World', September 18th at 12:30-14:00, Sibson 
LT3. 
 
Chair: Nadine Ansorg, University of Kent 
Speakers 
 

● Keith Krause, Chief Policy Adviser, Principles for Peace, and Director, 
Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, Geneva Graduate 
Institute 

● Larry Attree, Senior Adviser, Principles for Peace, and Academic 
Outreach, Rethinking Security 

● Pamina Firchow, Associate Professor of Coexistence and Conflict 
Resolution, Brandeis University 

● Anna Jarstad, Professor of Political Science, Uppsala University 
 

The hashtag for this year’s conference is #CRS2025. 
 
Each panel session will last 90 minutes in total.  We have tried to allocate four papers to 
most panels.   
 
Each conference panel has a designated chair who will make sure that all participants 
keep within their allocated time. Chairs can also take and facilitate questions and 
comments from the audience and fellow panellists. 
 
For sessions with four papers, the total time for each paper should not exceed 20 
minutes and should be allocated in the following way: 

● 10 minutes per presentation. 
● At least 10 minutes for questions and comments from the audience and fellow 

panellists. 



● We encourage panels to share the discussant duties (i.e. each presenter briefly 
discusses one other paper on the panel). This is optional and should be agreed 
between the speakers. 

 
For panels with more or fewer than four papers, the chair should adjust the time 
accordingly, with each presenter provided an equal portion of the session.  
 
Participants/organisers for pre-submitted panels or roundtables are welcome to decide 
and allocate the time for their sessions.  
 
For workshops, organisers are welcome to plan and schedule their workshops as they 
see fit.   
 
Please check the online version of the programme each day for any last-minute 
changes due to cancellations. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact us: crsconf@gmail.com. 
 
The conference organisers would like to thank the team at the University of Kent for its 
support in this event. 
 
Conference Organisers 
 
Finn Klebe (University of Osnabrück) 
Isadora Gotts (King’s College London) 
Ana Lucía Pelaez Echeverría (University of Cambridge) 
 
Conference lunch 
 
This year’s conference lunches will be served on 18th and 19th September in the 
Sibson Atrium, Sibson Building, University of Kent. Please note that a conference lunch 
is not provided for the workshop day on Wednesday 17th September. 
 
Conference dinner 
 
We look forward to seeing those of you who bought tickets to our conference dinner at 
the Rutherford Dining Hall on Thursday, 18th September at 19:30. 
 
We would be grateful if all participants could double check whether they signed up for 
the conference dinner before heading to the Rutherford Dining Hall for dinner. If you 
cannot remember whether you signed up, please reach out to our conference 
organising team ahead of the dinner, and we’ll be happy to confirm this for you. You can 
contact the team here: crsconf@gmail.com. 

mailto:crsconf@gmail.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Xr5HHz8fZNDeqSvL6
mailto:crsconf@gmail.com


Directions 
 
The maps below show the University of Kent campus. The workshops and panels will 
be held at the Sibson Building. The conference dinner will take place at the Rutherford 
College Dining Hall (approx. 10-minute walk). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Wednesday, 17th September  
 
General information 
 
8:30 - 9:30   Registration and set up (Sibson Atrium) 
 
10.30 - 11.00  Refreshments (Sibson Atrium) 
 
12.30 - 13.30  Lunch break  

Note that lunch is not provided  
 
15.00 - 15.30  Refreshments (Sibson Atrium) 
 

18:00- 19:30  Public Roundtable: Can Peacebuilders Still 
Work for Legitimacy in a Time of 'Radical Uncertainty'?, 
Sibson LT3 

 
 Chair: Larry Attree, Rethinking Security/Principles for Peace 

Speakers: 
 

● Govinda Clayton, Mediation Support Manager (and ceasefire expert), 
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue 

● Teresa Dumasy, Director, Research, Advisory and Policy Department, 
Conciliation Resources 

● Miranda Hurst, UK Director, Policy and Advocacy, Mercy Corps 
● Alice Gore, Senior Conflict Adviser, Foreign, Commonwealth, and 

Development Office 
 
19.00 - 22.00  Drinks reception  

Organized by the Civil Wars journal  
K-Bar, Keynes College, University of Kent 
All CRS attendees are very welcome! RSVP via this form by 10 
September: https://forms.office.com/e/4AzeCJHF8q   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/4AzeCJHF8q


 
Workshops 
 
All workshops are invite-only except those marked with **, which are offered to all 
participants on a first come, first served basis. The details on how to sign up ahead of the 
conference are included in the email this programme was attached to. 
 
 
Workshop 1 – Sibson SR5 9:30 - 17:30 
African Adaptations: Military Responses to Contemporary Challenges  
Organiser: Whitney Grespin, Sloan Manor 
 
Workshop 2 – Sibson SR6 13:00 - 17:30 
Reconfiguration and State Formation in the New Syria: Understanding Rebel 
Consolidation, Governance, and Future Trajectories  
Organiser: Regine Schwab, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt 
 
Workshop 3 – Sibson SR3 (102) 9:30 - 12:00 
The Research Flow:  A Framework for Practicing Scientific Reflexivity** 
Organiser: Mareike Schomerus, Busara  
 
Workshop 4 – Sibson SR4 (137) 14:00 - 16:30 
Legitimacy and Peace Processes in 2025 
Organiser: Alexander Ramsbotham, Conciliation Resources



Thursday, 18th September 
 
8:30 - 9:00  Registration (Sibson Atrium) 
 
9:00 - 9:15  Welcome (Sibson LT3) 

Kristin M. Bakke, Finn Klebe, Ana Lucía Pelaez 
Echeverría, Nadine Ansorg 

 
9:15 - 10:30  Keynote I (Sibson LT3) 

Ismene Gizelis 
Peace from above or peace from below? UN 
peacekeeping, governance, and security 
Introduced by Nadine Ansorg 

 
10:30 - 11:00  Refreshments (Sibson Atrium) 
 
11:00 - 12:30  Session 1 
 
Panel 1A – Sibson SR1 
After the War: Perceptions, Power, and Peace 
Chair: Mehmet Yavuz 

● Paper 1: Claude Samaha & Ralph Haddad – Rebuilding Legitimacy in Post-
Assad Syria: Governance Perceptions Across Idlib, Aleppo, Hama, and 
Damascus 

● Paper 2: Mehmet Yavuz  – Rethinking Legitimacy in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
Peacebuilding and the Impact of the Liberal Interventions 

● Paper 3: Ahmad Murid Partaw – The Challenge of Legitimacy and Governance 
in Fragile States: A Case Study of Afghanistan 

 
Panel 1B – Sibson SR2 
Authoritarian Peace? Legitimacy and State-Building in Illiberal Regimes 
Chair: Naazneen Barma 

● Paper 1: Naazneen Barma & Selina Ho – Authoritarian State-Building in Fragile 
States:  China’s Interventions in Southeast Asia 

● Paper 2: Samuele Minelli Zuffa & Christian Kaunert – Legitimacy in Conflict-
Affected Illiberal Regimes: Enquiring Securitisation in Burkina Faso 

● Paper 3: Oliver Richmond – Peace in an Authoritarian International Order 
Versus Peace in the Liberal International Order 

 
 
 
 
 



Panel 1C – Sibson SR3 
Violence as Strategy: State and Non-State Repression 
Chair: Dino Hadzic 

● Paper 1: Dino Hadzic & Eleonora La Spada – Repression or Concessions: 
Explaining State Responses to Self-Determination Movements 

● Paper 2: Finn Klebe – Repression Within and Without: The Dual Impact of 
State Violence on Patterns of Cooperation in Multi-Actor Conflict Settings 

● Paper 3: Helena Hinkkainen & Adrian Gallagher – To Control and Coerce: 
Non-state Armed Groups and Atrocity Crime Perpetration 

● Paper 4: Lisa Svenhard – Scenes of Security: The Power of Non-State Actors 
in Controlling Urban Violence 

 
Panel 1D – Sibson SR4 
Building Social Resilience in Conflict Settings 
Chair: Imrana Buba 
Discussant: Roger MacGinty 

● Paper 1: Imrana Buba & Jana Krause – Community Capacity and NGO 
Resilience Building: Findings from Borno State, Nigeria 

● Paper 2: Emma Elfversson & Kristine Höglund – Social Resilience, Migration 
And Conflict Management in Low-Income Neighborhoods: Evidence from 
Korogocho And Kawangware, Nairobi 

● Paper 3: Jana Krause – Local Peace Agreements as Resilience Building: 
Reflections from South Sudan 

 
Panel 1E – Sibson SR5 
Causes and Consequences of Peacekeeping Effectiveness 
Chair: Christian Oswald 

● Paper 1: Jenniina Kotajoki, Christian Oswald & Christoph Dworschak – 
Common Enemies Make Strange Bedfellows: Peacekeeping Presence and 
Inter-Rebel Dynamics in Civil War 

● Paper 2: Susana de Pinho Tavares & Hannah Smidt – Protest Targeting UN 
Peace Missions: A New Dataset 

● Paper 3: Allard Duursma – Local Conflict Resolution in Fragmented Conflicts: 
Local Politics, Elite Instrumentalization, and UN Peacekeeping Support 

● Paper 4: Maximilian Stoller – Why Power in Peacekeeping Relies on Personal 
Vulnerability 

 
Panel 1F – Sibson SR6 
Civil Wars Roundtable: Challenges and Opportunities for Conflict Studies 
Chair: James Worrall 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Panel 1G – Sibson SR7 
The Hidden Practices of War and Peace 
Chair: Nafay Choudhury 

● Paper 1: Nafay Choudhury – Bazaar Governance: Legal Pluralism and 
Economic Order in an Afghan Marketplace 

● Paper 2: Owen Hanley – “From Graves Arise Nations” (and Contestations): A 
Comparative Study of the Funerary Practices and Funerary Conflicts 
Throughout the PIRA and LTTE’s Insurgencies. 

● Paper 3: Carina Uchida – The Revolution Will Be Catered: Social 
Reproduction, Affectual Labour and Rebel Viability for Protracted Conflicts 

 
12:30 - 14:00  Lunch (Sibson Atrium) 
 

12:30-14:00 Lunch-hour Report Presentation and Discussion 
Principles for Peace Foundation:  'Legitimacy in a Fragmenting 
World', Sibson LT3 
 

Chair: Nadine Ansorg, University of Kent 
Speakers 
 

● Keith Krause, Chief Policy Adviser, Principles for Peace, and Director, 
Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, Geneva Graduate 
Institute 

● Larry Attree, Senior Adviser, Principles for Peace, and Academic 
Outreach, Rethinking Security 

● Pamina Firchow, Associate Professor of Coexistence and Conflict 
Resolution, Brandeis University 

● Anna Jarstad, Professor of Political Science, Uppsala University 
 
14:00 - 15:30  Session 2 
 
Panel 2A – Sibson SR1 
Civilian Lives and the Geography of Violence 
Chair: Christine Cheng 

● Paper 1: Christine Cheng, Isadora Gotts & Elaf Khaled – Beyond Sectarianism: 
How Geography Shapes Civilian Experiences in Iraq 

● Paper 2: Herman Wieselgren – Tragedy Overlooked: Unpacking Civilian 
Casualties in War 

● Paper 3: Angela Garvey – Understanding Connections between Modalities of 
Violence Against Civilians in Civil Conflict 

● Paper 4: Imrana Buba – Civilian Compliance and Insurgent Control: The Case 
of Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria 

 
 



Panel 2B – Sibson SR2 
Delegated Power and the Making of Political Authority 
Chair: Vladimir Rauta 

● Paper 1: Vladimir Rauta & Niklas Karlén – Chains of Delegation: State 
Sponsors and Different Logics of Control 

● Paper 2: Josephine Lechartre – When the State Comes Back: Legacies of 
Rebel Governance and Statebuilding in Colombia 

 
Panel 2C – Sibson SR3 
Digital Tools and Evidence in Conflict Resolution 
Chair: Valerie Sticher 

● Paper 1: Rebecca Davis – ICTs and Conflict Actors: The Effect of Conflict 
Actors’ Use of ICTs in Peace Processes 

● Paper 2: Valerie Sticher – All in an Image: Using Satellite Image-Derived Data 
to Study Armed Conflicts 

● Paper 3: Corinne Bara – Peacekeeping and Local Recovery: Advancing Impact 
Assessment through Satellite Data 

 
Panel 2D – Sibson SR4 
Elections, Violence and the Dynamics of Governance 
Chair: Sebastian van Baalen 

● Paper 1: Sebastian van Baalen – Weathering the Storm: Explaining the 
Escalation and Nonescalation of Electoral Violence 

● Paper 2: Kristine Höglund & Emma Elfversson – Police Preparedness at the 
Polls: Policing and Kenya’s 2022 General Election 

● Paper 3: Gyda Sindre – Rebel Group Successor Parties’ Impact on Post-war 
Governance and Peacebuilding Trajectories 

 
Panel 2E – Sibson SR5 
External Influence in Intra-State War Dynamics 
Chair: Kit Rickard 

● Paper 1: Mario Behrens – Business as (Un-)sual? Examining the Relationship 
Between Humanitarian Access Strategies and the Resilience of Social 
Institutions in Intra-state Conflicts 

● Paper 2: Kit Rickard – The Internationalization of Civil War 
● Paper 3: Lisa Hultman – Compellence or Punishment? Enforcement of 

International Norms through Punitive Sanctions 
● Paper 4: Margaux Dandrifosse – Do Natural Resources Matter? The Threat of 

International Prosecution and Sub-National Violence Against Civilian During 
Conflicts 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Panel 2F – Sibson SR6 
The Crisis of Legitimacy in International Peacebuilding 
Chair: Gearoid Millar 
Discussant: Roger MacGinty 

● Paper 1: Gearoid Millar – Peace Intervention and the Competition for 
Legitimacy 

● Paper 2: Lara Olson – Disrupting Ties That Bind: When International Norms 
Weaken Local Legitimacy 

● Paper 3: Larissa Sotieva & Juliet Schofield – Rebuilding Legitimacy for 
Peacebuilding through Addressing Collective Trauma 

● Paper 4: Hanna Leonardsson – Who Gains Legitimacy? Lebanese Electricity 
Provision, Local, National and Regional Actors and the Creation of a State 

 
Panel 2G – Sibson SR7 
Legacies of Rebel and Paramilitary Governance 
Chair: James Worrall 

● Paper 1: Toon Dirkx and Georg Frerks – Legacies of Rebel and Paramilitary 
Governance State of the Field  

● Paper 2: Niels Terpstra – Rebel Victory and State Consolidation: Legacies of 
Networks and Aspirational Solidarity in Afghanistan in the 1990s  

● Paper 3: Georg Frerks – “Life After Death” Remembering the “Tamil Tigers” in 
North-East Sri Lanka  

● Paper 4: Jacobo Grajales and Benjamin Lévy – Socio-Economic Order and the 
Legacies of Armed Governance: The Aftermath of Paramilitary Rule in Colombia  

● Paper 5: Toon Dirkx – The Clashing Legacies of EPLF Rebel Governance in 
Post-Independent Eritrea 

 
15:30 - 16:00  Refreshments (Sibson Atrium) 
 
16:00 - 17:30  Session 3 
 
Panel 3A – Sibson SR1 
From Militias to Legitimate Authority: Rebel Statecraft in Practice 
Chair: Corinna Jentzsch 

● Paper 1: Corinna Jentzsch & Daniel Steiman – Rebel Armed Auxiliaries: A 
Research Agenda on Rebel Militias, Rebel Governance, and Civilian Protection 

● Paper 2: Dominic Bryan – Understanding the Persistence of Armed/ 
Paramilitary Groups in Northern Ireland 

● Paper 3: Hyunjung Park – Rebel Governance and Public Opinion on Civil War 
Interventions 

● Paper 4: Niels Terpstra – Cooperative Conflict: A Typology of Rebel-State 
Orders during Civil War 

 
 
 
 



Panel 3B – Sibson SR2 
Gendered Violence, Representation, and Inclusive Peace 
Chair: Ismene Gizelis 

● Paper 1: Nihad Aboud, Ismene Gizelis, Kristian Skrede Gleditsch & Wakako 
Maekawa – Does United Nations Peacekeeping Bring Peace? A Meta Analysis  

● Paper 2: Marta Pitino – Religious Leaders and Community Responses to 
Conflict-related Sexual Violence 

● Paper 3: Simon Hug, Cécile Richetta & Sarah Zahreddine – Temporal and 
Spatial Dynamics of Trust: Short- and Long-Term Effects of Violent Events in 
Colombia’s Civil War 

 
Panel 3C – Sibson SR3 
Geopolitical Legitimacy and Shifting Alignments 
Chair: Amanda Hall 

● Paper 1: Nagapushpa Devendra – The Underrepresentation of Palestinian 
Legitimacy in U.S. and EU Policies on the Israel-Palestine Conflict 

● Paper 2: James Worrall – Tying Up Time: Gulf States Strategies in 
Normalisation with Iran 

● Paper 3: Kristin M. Bakke, John O'Loughlin, Kit Rickard & Gerard Toal – The 
Russian Invasion of Ukraine and Shifting Geopolitical Attitudes in Russia’s 
‘Near Abroad’ 

● Paper 4: Amanda Hall – Negotiation in the Shadow of the War on Terror: 
Northern Ireland as the Exception in UK Counter-Terrorism Strategy 

 
Panel 3D – Sibson SR4 
Identity, Memory, and Conflict Narratives 
Chair: Theodora Benesch 

● Paper 1: Lucy J. Gaynor & Janet H. Anderson – Narrating Legitimacy: Kony, 
Ongwen, and the ICC 

● Paper 2: Theodora Benesch & Julia Köbrich – Religious and Secular 
Messengers in Pro-Peace Campaigns: Experimental Evidence from Austria, 
Greece, Iraq and Nigeria 

● Paper 3: Aşkın Inci Sökmen Alaca – Understanding the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Conflict through the Concept of Trauma Chosen within the Scope of Political 
Psychology 

 
Panel 3E – Sibson SR5 
Land, Environment, and Spatial Justice in times of Peace and Conflict 
Chair: Zorzeta Bakaki 

● Paper 1: Zorzeta Bakaki, Dafni Kalatzi Pantera & Tobias Bohmelt – 
Environmental Provisions in Peace Agreements 

● Paper 2: Matthew Tentler – Understanding Modern Ethnic Cleansing: Property 
Relations, Productive Forces, and Social Conflict 

● Paper 3: Maria Carmen Fernandez – Land Contestation after Peace Deals: 
Mapping Contested Land Regimes in Bangsamoro, Philippines 

 



Panel 3F – Sibson SR6 
Legitimacy at the Intersection of Law and War 
Chair: Nadine Ansorg 

● Paper 1: Nadine Ansorg – Arms Control in Times of War: Under What 
Conditions Are International Institutions Deinstitutionalized? 

● Paper 2: Giacomo Cassano – Bridging Security and Transparency: The Impact 
of Verification Technologies on Nuclear Arms Control Negotiations 

● Paper 3: Mohammad Kanfash – Syrian Expat Groups and US Sanctions: An 
Analysis of Lobbying and Advocacy Strategies 

Panel 3G – Sibson SR7 
The Changing Role of International Peace Actors 
Chair: John Gledhill   

● Paper 1: John Gledhill – The Roles and Functions of Music in UN 
Peacebuilding 

● Paper 2: Tom Preel – NGOs, IOs and their Relation to Party-Governance in 
Iraqi Kurdistan in the Post-Saddam Era  

● Paper 3: Tom Buitelaar – A Partial Arbitrator? The United Nations in the 
Discursive Battleground of Armed Conflict  

 
17:45 - 19:15  Keynote II: Adam Lichtenheld (Sibson LT3) 

Winner of the CRS Book of the Year 
Guilt by Location: Forced Displacement and Population Sorting in 
Civil Wars 
Introduced by Corinne Bara  
Award Ceremony: CRS Medal, Cedric Smith, Sydney Bailey 

 
19:30 - 21:30  Conference Dinner (Rutherford Dining Hall) 

For those who purchased a ticket at registration. 
 
We are grateful to the Journal of Peace Research (JPR) for 
sponsoring the dinner for our conference volunteers. 

 



Friday, 19th September 
 
8:30 - 9:00  Registration (Sibson Atrium) 
 
09:00 – 10:30  Session 4 
 
Panel 4A – Sibson SR1 
Legitimacy of People's Voices in the Russia-Ukraine War 
Chair: Tetiana Kyselova 

● Paper 1: Tetiana Kyselova – Track Two Russian-Ukrainian Dialogues between 
2014 and February 2022: What Can Be Done Differently in the Future? 

● Paper 2: Yelizaveta Rekhtman – What Can Pain Tell Us about Justice: Justice 
Claims among Ukrainian Citizens at the Time of War 

● Paper 3: Eva Ievgeniia Babenko – Voices from Donbas: Women’s 
Perspectives on Legitimacy, Peace, and Reconciliation in Ukraine 

● Paper 4: Cedric de Coning, Marko Lehti, Tetiana Kalenychenko & Denys 
Brylov – Winning the Peace: The Role of Agonistic and Adaptive Peacebuilding 
in Sustaining Social Cohesion in Ukraine 

 
Panel 4B – Sibson SR2 
Legitimacy Reimagined: A Relational Leadership Approach to Conflict and 
Peacebuilding 
Chair: Lorina Johnson-Prince 

● Paper 1: Joachim Adenusi – Risk-Based Approach to Establishing Legitimacy 
in Conflict Situations: The Dapchi Girls Kidnapping Crisis (Northeast Nigeria) 

● Paper 2: Lorina Johnson-Prince – The Relational Nature of Power: Exploring 
Leadership and Legitimacy in Tivoli Gardens 

● Paper 3: Mireille Kouyo – From Top-Down to Bottom-Up: Reframing Legitimacy 
in Building Peace in Côte d’Ivoire 

 
Panel 4C – Sibson SR3 
Narrating Conflict in the Era of Connectivity 
Chair: Alexandre Lord 

● Paper 1: Gowhar Farooq – Examining the Role of Internet Shutdowns as 
Means to Control Information for Legitimisation 

● Paper 2: Tyler Musgrave – Legitimacy in Online Conflict and Its Offline Impact 
on Relationality: #diasporawars 

● Paper 3: Assunta Ndami – The Impact of Digital Media on Defining Legitimacy 
of Peace Processes: A Comparative Study of Digital Activism in Kenya, Nigeria 
and Mozambique 

● Paper 4: Alexandre Lord – Martyrs in Kurdish Revolutionary Newspaper: An 
Exploratory Study 

 
 
 
 



Panel 4D – Sibson SR4 
Outsiders and Outcomes: The External Politics of Conflict 
Chair: Marco Nicola Binetti 

● Paper 1: Marco Nicola Binetti – Assessing the Impact of Foreign Aid on Military 
Effectiveness: The Case of Iraq between 2004 and 2014 

● Paper 2: Iris Volg & Regine Schwab – Ending Intrastate Conflict by Ending 
External Support? The Implications of Withdrawal for Conflict Duration 

● Paper 3: Mark Millar – The FCDO Lens: How Organizational Context Shapes 
Conflict Analysis 

● Paper 4: Johanna Amaya Panche & Roy Gardner – International Signatory 
Networks and Peace Inclusivity in Intra-State Peace Processes 

 
Panel 4E – Sibson SR5 
Paths to Prevention: Learning from Risk and Failure 
Chair: Micaela Wannefors 

● Paper 1: Micaela Wannefors – Against All Odds: Improving Conflict 
Forecasting by Analyzing False Positives 

● Paper 2: Hugh Miall – Contested Legitimacy in Taiwan: Options for Conflict 
Prevention 

● Paper 3: Giuditta Fontana, Argyro Kartsonaki, Natascha S. Neudorfer & Stefan 
Wolff – Learning from Failure: How to Prevent Civil War Recurrence in 
Protracted Civil Wars 

● Paper 4: Rachyl Poh – Pacifying the People: The Case for Social Welfare in 
Civil Conflict Prevention in Southeast Asia 

 
Panel 4F – Sibson SR6 
Reconstructing Authority in Divided Conflict Settings 
Chair: Claudia Wiehler 

● Paper 1: Tessa Devereaux – The Impact of Rebel Approach to Local Elites on 
Postwar Gender Relations 

● Paper 2: Claudia Wiehler, Ingrid Münch & Govinda Clayton – Beyond Military 
Elites: Increasing Ceasefire Effectiveness through Gender Responsiveness 

● Paper 3: Markus Geray – The Formation of Political Authority in Fragmented 
Conflicts: Civilian-Combatant Relations and the Central Influence of Traditional 
Leaders 

● Paper 4: Smitana Saikia – Challenging State Authority: Competing Sources of 
Legitimacy in India’s Northeast Borderlands 

 
Panel 4G – Sibson SR7 
Rebels and Their Political Strategies During and After Conflict 
Chair: Geraldine Bustos-Zamora 

● Paper 1: Toon Dirkx – Rebel Diplomacy Reconsidered 
● Paper 2: Betul Ozturan – The Role of Power and Identity: Rebel Group 

Legitimacy and Post-Conflict Governance in Bosnia 
● Paper 3: Geraldine Bustos-Zamora – Contested Peace: Rhetorical 

Realignments Among Non-Participant Rebel Groups in Peace Negotiations 



● Paper 4: Kate Lonergan and Johan Brosché – Regulating Issues: Peace 
Agreements and the Termination of Civil War 

 
10:30 - 11:00  Refreshments (Sibson Atrium) 
 
11:00 - 12:30  Session 5 
 
Panel 5B – Sibson SR2 
The Hidden Agendas of State and Non-State Actors: Political, Economic, and 
Security Strategies 
Chair: Yaniv Voller 

● Paper 1: Thom Vigor – EU Crisis Management as an Instrument of Migration 
Control: Securitisation at the Institutional Level 

● Paper 2: Sarajuddin Isar & Romain Malejacq – From Ideology to Pragmatism: 
How and Why Taliban Taxation Paved the Way to the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan (2001-2021) 

● Paper 3: Yassmine Tlas – Perceptions of Legitimacy in Syria’s Al Assad regime 
and its effects on Authoritarian Resilience 

 
Panel 5C – Sibson SR3 
Beyond the Negotiating Table: Everyday Practices of Peace and Reconciliation 
Chair: France Hubert 

● Paper 1: France Hubert – Everyday Peacebuilding Amidst Violence: Rural 
Women's (Infra)Political Practices in Northern Antioquia 

● Paper 2: Kate Lonergan – Everyday Reconciliation: Horizontal and Vertical 
Pathways to Living Together after Armed Conflict 

● Paper 3: Pamina  Firchow, Miranda Pursley, Maria Fernanda Cabezas & Jason 
Quinn – Is Inclusion in Negotiations Enough?: Comparing Everyday Post-
Conflict Preferences with the Commitments of the 2016 Colombian Peace 
Agreement 

● Paper 4: Amelia Barnes – Civil Society Peacebuilding in a Society that No 
Longer Values Peace: The Case Study of Armenia and the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Conflict 

 
Panel 5D – Sibson SR4 
Crisis and Opportunity: Armed Actors in the Wake of Disaster 
Chair: Lucy Kentish 

● Paper 1: Lucy Kentish – Understanding the Role of Education in Deeply 
Divided Societies 

● Paper 2: Valentin Felix Geier, Tim Wegenast, Janek Bruker & Allard Duursma 
– Taming Opportunism? Droughts, Traditional Institutions, and Communal 
Violence in Sub-Saharan Africa 

● Paper 3: Cyrus Azimy – Tropical Storms and Terrorism: A Quantitative 
Analysis of Post-Disaster Rebel Strategy in Southeast Asia 

 
 



 
Panel 5E – Sibson SR5 
From Victim to Agent: Gender, Legitimacy, and Reintegration 
Chair: Elodie Douarin 

● Paper 1: Elodie Douarin & Julie Litchfield – Anti-Deliberation as Barriers to 
Entry?: How the Perceived Quality of the Public Debate Impacts on the Post-
War Political Participation of Women in Rural Kosovo 

● Paper 2: Daniela Suarez Vargas – Challenging or Embracing the 'Ideal Victim' 
of Sexual and Gender-based Violence: Victimhood as a Legitimisation Tool in 
Colombian Transitional Justice 

● Paper 3: Lesley-Ann Daniels – Are We Restored Yet? Victims’ Views and the 
Legitimacy of Justice: Evidence from Colombia 

 
Panel 5F – Sibson SR6 
Historicising Legitimacy: Lessons from Conflict and Rule 
Chair: Dorota Woroniecka-Krzyzanowska 

● Paper 1: Malaika Newsome-Magadza – The Mission: Establishing the 
Legitimacy for Armed Resistance within Religious Schools, in 1970s Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe) 

● Paper 2: Samuel Dunham – Ethnicity, Legibility, and Repression in Iraq under 
the British Mandate 

● Paper 3: Dorota Woroniecka-Krzyzanowska – Legitimacy Through 
Reconstruction: The Case of Baghdad in the Early 1990s 

 
Panel 5G – Sibson SR7 
Transforming Root Causes in Divided Societies 
Chair: Cornelius Haritz 

● Paper 1: Cornelius Haritz – Addressing What They Fought For: Transforming 
Issues – Enabling Peace? 

● Paper 2: Recep Onursal – Rethinking Radical Disagreement in Intractable 
Conflicts: Discourse, Hegemony, and Ontological Insecurity 

● Paper 3: Ana Lucía Pelaez Echeverría – “Esas no son las formas” Contrasting 
Social Mobilisation Dynamics in Guatemala 

● Paper 4: Jamal Abdi – Bottom-up Peacebuilding, Hybridity, and Legitimacy: 
Evidence from Somaliland 

 
12:30 - 13:30  Lunch (Sibson Atrium) 
 
13:30 - 15:00  Session 6 
 
Panel 6A – Sibson SR1 
Navigating Authority in Fragmented Conflicts 
Chair: Daisy Muibu 

● Paper 1: Margaryta Khvostova – The Double-Edged Sword: Legitimising and 
De-legitimising Power of Human Rights in a Hybrid Conflict 



● Paper 2: Daisy Muibu & Nathan Pino – Securing Public Confidence to Counter 
Insurgents in Hybrid Security Governance Contexts: Examining Public 
Perceptions in Southern Somalia 

● Paper 3: Nadia Siddiqui & Roger Guiu – A Three-Way Game of Tug of War 
Without a Referee: Resolving Internal Displacement in Iraq in Areas Controlled 
by Hybrid Armed Actors 

● Paper 4: Aromeo Sworo Sekwat – Negotiating Legitimacy: State Authority and 
Non-State Actors in South Sudan’s Conflict and Peacebuilding Processes 

 
Panel 6B – Sibson SR2 
Negotiating Peace in a Changing Global Security Landscape 
Chair: Gyda Sindre 
Discussant: Nina Caspersen 

● Paper 1: Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs & Gyda Sindre – Negotiating the Political 
Integration of Armed Groups in a New Era of Armed Conflicts and 
Peacemaking 

● Paper 2: Maryam Al-Mahmoud – Qatar’s Peace Mediation Model: Taliban and 
Hamas as Case Studies in Small State Security 

● Paper 3: Magnus Lundgren, Desirée Nilsson & Isak Sevensson – The 
Peacemakers’ Perspective: Explaining the Decline of Mediation in Armed 
Conflicts 

 
Panel 6C – Sibson SR3 
Norms, Identity, and the Meanings of Peace 
Chair: Sabine Kurtenbach 

● Paper 1: Xiaodong Bao – Gendering Legitimacy: Identity Construction and 
Negotiation among Chinese Peacekeepers under “Developmental-Peace” 
Framework 

● Paper 2: Isabel Phillips – Law, Normative and Negotiated Order and Mediation; 
the Gap in Social and International Studies 

● Paper 3: Alexandre Christoyannopoulos – Pacifist Rejoinders to the “Hitler 
Question” 

● Paper 4: Sabine Kurtenbach – The Meanings of Peace: Context Sensitivity and 
Peacebuilding 

 
Panel 6D – Sibson SR4 
Paths to Peace: Mediation and Margins 
Chair: Andrew Thomson 

● Paper 1: Fezile Osum – Inclusivity in Peace Negotiations: The Role of Track 
1.5 Diplomacy in the Case of Cyprus 

● Paper 2: Andrew Thomson – Why Negotiate Peace with Paramilitaries? The 
Case of the Self Defence Forces of Colombia (AUC) 2003-2005 

● Paper 3: Anna Jarstad – Pockets of Peace in Cyprus 
● Paper 4: İpek Bahar Karaman-Yilmazgil – Navigating Legitimacy: Refugee 

Women’s Contributions to Post-Conflict Peacebuilding 
 



Panel 6E – Sibson SR5 
The Scalability of Agency: Exploring the Micro-Foundations of Civilian Actions in 
Conflict-affected Regions 
Chair: Roger MacGinty 

● Paper 1: Roger MacGinty & Roddy Brett – Anticipatory Violence: The Violence 
Hardwired into Peace 

● Paper 2: Clara Voyvodic & Thia Sagherian-Dickey – Navigating Microworlds: 
Findings from a Dataset on Civilian Strategies in Conflict-Affected Societies 

 
Panel 6F – Sibson SR6 
Radical Thinking, Anti-Systemic Resistance and Revolutions in Peace and 
Conflict Studies 
Chair: Oliver Richmond 

● Paper 1: Rana Khalaf – Syria from Non-state to State Rule: Navigating 
Negotiated Legitimacy 

● Paper 2: Shrishti Rana – Legitimacy in Post-Revolutionary Peace Process: A 
Case Study of Nepal 

● Paper 3: Sandra Pogodda – Peacemaking in Revolutionary Wars 
 
Panel 6G – Sibson SR7 
The Dis/Engagement of the Palestinians within the Green Line in the Reality 
Taking Shape Post-October 7th 
Chair: Muna Haddad 

● Paper 1: Mtanes Shihadeh –  Palestinian Society in Israel’s Attitudes Towards 
the War on Gaza: Analysis of a Public Opinion Poll 

● Paper 2: Yousef Taha – Palestinian Students in Israeli Universities after 
October 7th: Between the Grips of Persecution and Lack of Actions 

● Paper 3: Habeeb Makhoul – Palestinian Uncle Tom: the case of the Palestinian 
House Slave  

 
 
15:00 - 15:30  Refreshments (Sibson Atrium) 
 
15:30 - 17:00  Session 7 
 
Panel 7A – Sibson SR1 
Education and Elections as Weapons against Extremism 
Chair: Maria Groeneveld 

● Paper 1: Emily Dunlop – Legitimacy in the Classroom? Rebuilding Education 
and Reimagining Inequality in Post-War Burundi 

● Paper 2: Genevieve Kotarska – Invisible Actors: How Local People 
(De)legitimise Violent Non-State Groups 

● Paper 3: Maria Groeneveld & Meghan Brown – Negotiating Legitimacy in 
Election Process – Case of Puntland, Somalia  

 
 



Panel 7B – Sibson SR2 
Different Pathways to Legitimacy in Post-Conflict Governance: Institutions, 
Representation and Culture 
Chair: Raluca Popp 

● Paper 1: Feargal Cochrane –  Building Legitimacy: Navigating the Space-Time 
Continuum in ‘Post-Conflict’ Belfast 

● Paper 2: Edward Morgan-Jones & Laura Sudulich – Citizens’ Perspectives on 
Peace Settlement Design 

● Paper 3: Raluca Popp & Edward Morgan-Jones – Descriptive vs Substantive 
Representation in Post Conflict Societies 

● Paper 4: Neophytos Loizides & Sadi Shanaah– Conflict Exposure and Attitudes 
towards Peace Settlements 

 
Panel 7C – Sibson SR3 
Responding to Conflict-Driven Food Crises: The Politics of Food in Aid, 
Peacebuilding and Post-Conflict Transitions 
Chair: Maksym Skrypnyk  

● Paper 1: Caitriona Dowd, Sean Gurrin & Joanna Pedrina – The Role of Food in 
Peace Agreements 

● Paper 2: Naledi Joyi – A Promise Not Fulfilled: Gender-Based Violence in 
South Africa’s Agricultural System 

● Paper 3: Heba Elsahn – The Political Determinants of Food Aid 
● Paper 4: Liezelle Kumalo, Ayey Madut & Heidi Riley – Masculinity and Food 

Aid in South Sudan 
 
Panel 7D – Sibson SR4 
Statebuilding After Rebel Governance: Civilian Preferences and Post-Conflict 
Trajectories 
Chair: Nina Caspersen 
Discussant: James Worrall 

● Paper 1: Joséphine Lechartre & José Gutiérrez Danton – A Cause without 
Rebels or Rebels without a Cause? Trajectories of Post-Conflict Remobilisation 
in Guatemala and Colombia 

● Paper 2: Clara Voyvodic & Thia Sagherian-Dickey – Pistols and Politics: 
Exploring the Legitimacy of Armed Groups and Political Counterparts through 
Social Representation Theory 

● Paper 3: Jacobo Grajales & Benjamin Levy – Socio-Economic Order and the 
Legacies of Armed Governance: The Aftermath of Paramilitary Rule in 
Colombia 

● Paper 4: Hyunjung Park – Participatory Rebel Governance and Successful 
Rebel Political Participation 

● Paper 5: Adrian Florea & Sukanya Podder – Temporal Dynamics of Rebel 
Legitimacy in Civil War 

 
 
 



Panel 7E – Sibson SR5 
States, Clans, and the Politics of Belonging 
Chair: Christoffer Andersen 

● Paper 1: Christoffer Andersen – Historical States and the Legitimacy of Ethnic 
Groups 

● Paper 2: Joseph Owiti – 4.5 and Beyond: Reconsidering the Authority of Clan-
Based Power Sharing Arrangements in Conflict Management in Somalia 

● Paper 3: Henrique Garbino – Protecting or Hurting the Base? Civilian Support, 
Landmines, and Rebel Restraint in Colombia 

● Paper 4: Gavin Mount – Theorising the Struggle for Legitimacy in Ethnopolitical 
Conflict 

 
Panel 7F – Sibson SR6 
Sustaining Conflict: Conflict Recurrence and Protracted Wars 
Chair: Folahanmi  Aina 

● Paper 1: Folahanmi Aina & Whitney Grespin – Contested Legitimacy in 
Protracted Conflicts: A Comparative Analysis of Non-State Policing by Local 
Armed Groups in Northeast and Northwest Nigeria 

● Paper 2: Giovanni Hollenweger – The Effects of Collaborative Rebel 
Governance on Negotiations and Conflict Recurrence: Evidence from the 
Philippines 

● Paper 3: Andrea Novellis & Ruth Hanau Santini – The Gaza Crisis and the 
Limitations of Predictive Systems in Protracted Conflicts 

● Paper 4: Rubrick Biegon – From Active to Passive Legitimation: Remote 
Warfare in US Security Strategy 

 
 
17:00  End of Conference 
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